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SEVERAL UNPUBLISHED HITTITE  
CUNEIFORM TABLET FRAGMENTS  
FROM BOĞAZKÖY:  
Bo 6659+Bo 6712, Bo 6662, Bo 6690, Bo 6693, KBo 5.9(Bo 2027)+Bo 6691**

© N. ASLANTÜRK* 2024

The main subject of our article is the unpublished 
six fragments of Hittite cuneiform tablets which 
are stored in the Anatolian Civilizations Museum 
in Ankara and were discovered in the early 
period excavations made in Boğazköy, the centre 
of the Hittite Empire. In our study, the dating of 
the Hittite fragments of cuneiform tablets nos.
Bo 6659, Bo 6712, Bo 6662, Bo 6690, Bo 6693, 
and Bo  6691, their joining (association) with 
other Hittite cuneiform tablets and their duplicates 
are analysed. Besides, transliterations and 
translations of the mentioned tablet fragments are 
made, and their photographs are included. 

K e y w o r d s: Hittites, Boğazköy tablet fragments, 
Duppi-Teshshup Treaty, Hittite festival fragments.

The Hittites, as an Indo-European tribe who 
lived in Anatolia in the 2nd millennium BC and 
established a great civilisation centred in Boğaz-
köy, applied their own language with cuneiform 
scripts on thousands of clay tablets. The Hittite 
cuneiform tablets unearthed in various centres, 
especially in Boğazköy, Ortaköy, Alacahöyük, 
Eskiyapar, Kuşsaray (Çorum), Maşathöyük (To-
kat), Uşaklı Höyük, YassıHöyük (Yozgat), İn-
andıktepe (Çankırı), Büklükale (Kırıkkale), 
Kayalıpınar, Kuşaklı (Sivas), Oymaağaç (Sam-
sun), Gözlükule (Tarsus), Tel Açana (Hatay), 

Oylum Höyük (Kilis), Tell Afis, Maskanah, Ras 
Şhamra, Tell Kazel, Tell Nebi Mend (Syria), 
Tel el-Amarna (Egypt) and Aqar Quf (Iraq), are 
classified as king annals, political treaties, le-
gal texts, administrative directive texts and reli-
gious texts. Religious texts, which constitute the 
majority of the tablets, are classified as prayers, 
rituals, festival texts, and texts on sorcery and 
fortune-telling.

7396(Arıkan, Schwemer 2022 p. 446; Eren 
1988, p. IX.) tablet or tablet fragments known as 
the Berlin Tablets, which were discovered in the 
early period excavations in Boğazköy-Ḫattuša, 
the capital of the Hittites, one of the ancient civi-
lisations of Anatolia and have not been published 
to date, are preserved at the Anatolian Civiliza-
tions Museum in Ankara. In our study, a total of 
six fragments of Hittite cuneiform tablets submit-
ted to me, five of which have religious content and 
one of which is a treaty text, will be examined and 
analysed in detail.

Festival fragments: 
1. Bo 6659+Bo 6712: CTH1 634.12 (fig. 1).
Inventory no.: Bo 6659+Bo 6712.
Length: 9.1 cm.
Width: 5.7 cm.
Thickness/Height: 3.1 cm.
Colour: Light brown.
Period: New Hittite/New Script.
Description: A piece from the left upper part of 

the tablet. Broken at the top and bottom. 
rev.IV
Bo 6659+Bo 6712 

x+1 x-ri-x[                  ]an-x[

1	 Hereafter CTH is used as reference to Laroche 1971.
2	 Since lines 7–10 of the fragment are similar to lines 1–5 of 

KUB 20.76 obv. I, the completions were made according to 
the related text.

This is an Open Access article under the CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 license 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/legalcode.en
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2´ [  ]-ḫi-i-li[      ]ka-ru-u(-) [
3´ na-aš-ta x[              LÚME]-ŠE-DI GAL [
4´ pa-ra-a pa-x[-          ]x-zi
5´ ḫu-u-ṷa-a-i   [              ]DUMUMEŠ.LUGAL
6´ LÚ.MEŠMUḪALDIM ḫa-[          ]x-iz-zi ti[        ]
____________________________________
7´ LÚ GIŠGIDRU pí[-ra-an ḫu?-]u-ṷa-i EN 

GIŠ?[za-ḫur-ti-iš]
8´ a-ša-ši LÚ[ (GIŠGIDRU A-NA LÚ.MEŠ)]NAR 

zi[(-nir te-ez-zi)]
9´ LÚSAG[(I.A ṷa-aš-ša-an-z)]a

10´ A-NA GIŠDINGIR.INA[(NNAḪI.A pí-ra-an 
ḫ)]u-u-ṷa[(-a-i)]

_____________________________________
11´ DUB 3KAM ŠA E[(ZEN4.GAL URUA-ri-in-na)]
12´ [(Ú-)]UL QA-TI [(I-NU-UM-MA DUTUŠI)]
13´ [(I-NA)] MU.3KAM3 [(KI.LAM I-TA-A-

MUR4)]

3	 It is read as “UD.3KAM” in the duplicate text. See: Gonnet 
1982, p. 50; Waal 2015, p. 454.

4	 See: Waal 2015, p. 454 no. 1161: “This form may be a 
mistake for “ĪTAMAR” 

Fig. 1. Bo 6659+Bo 6712
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6´ Cooks x-[          ]x-x-x x[        ]
_____________________________________
7´ Staff-bearer r[uns in fron]. The [zaḫurti] lord
8´ seats. S[(taff-bearer)] [(calls)] singers as z[(inir!)] 
9´ Cup-bear[(er is dresse)]d 
10´ (and) run[(s?  in front of t)]he ly[(res)]
_____________________________________

Fig. 1A. Bo 6659

_____________________________________
14´ [A-NA GIŠ.ḪUR-ká]n ḫa-a[n-da-an]
x+1 x-x-x[                  ]x-x[
2´ [  ]-x x x x[      ]in the past(-)[
3´ Then x[              H]ead of the palace guard [
4´ outside x-x[-          ]x-x
5´ runs.   [              ]Princes
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Fig. 1B. Bo 6712

11´ Third tablet o[(f the great festival of Arinna)] 
12´ [(n)]ot completed. [(When the Majesty)] 
13´ [(checked the market)] [(on)] the third year.5

5	 For the translation, see: Waal 2015, p. 454.

_____________________________________
14 [Arrang]ed accor[ding to the wooden tablet]

This transliterated fragment belonging to the up-
per left side of the tablet joins with the tablet frag-
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Fig. 2. Bo 6662

ment fragment no. Bo 6712 (see also: Hethitolo-
gie Portal... Konkordanz: J. Lorenz). We think that 
lines 8–10 of the tablet fragments are duplicates 
with KUB 20.76 (Bo 2566+Bo 7553) rev. IV 2–3 
and lines 11–14 are duplicates of rev.  IV 10–13. 
Therefore, CTH number of the fragment has been 
determined as 634.1 (Great Festival of Arinna). Be-
sides, the colophon (see also: Karasu 1997, p. 214-
238; Waal 2015; Torri 2022) of the tablet fragments 
shows that it is the third tablet of the festival and 
that the fragment was arranged according to the 

wooden tablet6 (see also: Karasu 1997, p. 216-217) 
The spelling of “ka-ru-u” in the fragment’s second 
line is quite rare. We encounter this spelling in KUB 
26.66 obv. II 32. However, it is important to mention 
that the syllable “u” in our fragment is broken/erased. 

2. Bo 6662: CTH 670 (fig. 2).
Inventory no.: Bo 6662
Length: 6.4 cm.

6	 See: Karasu 1997, p. 216-217.
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Fig. 3. Bo 6693

Width: 6.1 cm.
Thickness/Height: 1.6 cm.
Colour: Brick red.
Description: Belongs to the middle part of the 

tablet. The top and bottom are broken.
Period: ?

x+1 [                                  ] x-x
2´ GIŠDINGIR.INANNA GAL [
3´ 1 NINDA.GUR4.RA pár-š[i-ia
_____________________________________
4´ LUGAL-uš GUB-aš [
5´ DṶaa-a-š[a-az-za-al-li?7

6´ a-aš-ka [
7´ GIŠDINGIR[.INANNA GAL?

8´ 1 NINDA.GU[R4.RA 
_____________________________________
9´ LUGAL-u[š
10´ DINGIR[
11´ GIŠ[DINGIR.INANNA GAL?

x+1 [                                  ] x-x
2´ Gr[eat lyre
3´ Breaks a thick brea[d.

7	 Laroche 1946–1947, p. 37; Popko 1995, p. 71,73; Klinger 
1996, p. 173-174; Gessel 1998, p. 552-556. 

_____________________________________
4´ King standing [ 
5´ God Ṷašazalli?[
6´ door [
7´ Gr[eat lyre?

8´ A th[ick bread 
 
9´ King[-
10´ God/dess [
11´ Great lyre?

The mentioned fragment probably constitutes 
the right column of the tablet; however, it 
unfortunately cannot be dated precisely. 

3. Bo 6693: CTH 670 (fig. 3).
Inventory no.: Bo 6693.
Length: 3 cm.
Width: 4.1 cm.
Thickness/Height: 0.6 cm.
Colour: Light brown.
Period: New Hittite.
Description: Belongs to the middle part of the 

tablet. The top and bottom are broken.

x+1               ]x LÚMEŠ GIŠBANŠUR x[
2´     UGU]LA LÚMEŠMUḪALDIM-ia DINGIR[



ISSN 0235-3490 (Print), ISSN 2616-499X (Online). Археологія, 2024, № 3 11

Fig. 4. Bo 6690

3´                                         ] šu-up-pí-ia-aḫ-ḫa-x[
_____________________________________
4´                                    UGU]LA LÚMEŠMUḪAL-

DIM ḫa-aš-š[i(-) 
5´                                         ]x x   x[
x+1               ]x table setters x[
2´                     The chi]ef of the cooks god/dess too [
3´                                         ]clean-x[
_____________________________________
4´                                    The chi]ef of the cooks 

to the fur[nace(-) 
5´                                         ]x x   x[

When we examine the festival texts (CTH 704 
and CTH 705) in which the Hurrian-origin gods 
and goddesses are consecrated, we see that the 
rituals were generally performed as “breaking a 
thin bread and drinking to the honour of the gods 
by sitting”(Aslantürk 2014; 2018a, p.  453-468); 
in contrast, in the texts where the gods and god-
desses in the Hattian belief system are consecrat-
ed, the rituals were diversified and there were var-
ious persons who were assigned to perform the rit-
uals in question (Klinger 1996; Aslantürk 2018b, 
p. 403-420; 2018c, p. 117-124; 2019 p. 341-355). 
Based on all these data, in the tablet fragments nos. 
Bo 6662 and Bo 6693 whose transliterations have 
been provided above and belong to a festival, we 

believe that it is probably the gods and goddesses 
of the Hattian religion were consecrated. For this 
reason, we consider it is appropriate to complete 
the god mentioned in the fifth line of the Bo 6662 
tablet fragment as “Ṷašazalli”.

4. Bo 6690: CTH 670 (fig.  4).
Inventory no.: Bo 6690.
Length: 3.2 cm.
Width: 4.1 cm.
Thickness/Height: 1.3 cm.
Colour: Dark brown.
Description: Belongs to the middle part of the 

tablet. 
Period: New Hittite.
x+1                                 ] x-x
2´                                     ] x-i 
3´                                 -a]z? URUḪa-at[-ti 
_____________________________________
4´                          LÚ]SAGI.A 1 NINDA.G[UR4.RA 
5´                                     ]LUGAL-uš! pár-ši-

ia š[u-? 
6´                                     ] LÚx NINDA.GUR4.

RA e-x[
7´                             ] na-an-kán ZAG-x-x-x[ 
_____________________________________
8´                                      A-N]A                D[
x+1                                 ] x-x
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2´                                     ]x-x
3´                                 -]x? Ḫat[ti city 
_____________________________________
4´                                  Cup-]bearer a thick br[ead 
5´                                    ]King! breaks x[? 
6´                                    ]x thick bread x-x[
7´                             ] and right it[ 
_____________________________________
8´                                     ] to x          Go[d/dess
This fragment dated to the New Hittite peri-

od, belongs to the middle part of the tablet. As the 
fragment is very small, unfortunately, information 
cannot be obtained in terms of content.

5. Bo 66918 
CTH 62: The Treaty between Mursili II and 

Amurru King Duppi-Teshshup (fig. 5–5B).
Inventory no.: Bo 6691.
Length: 3.2 cm.
Width: 1.8 cm.
Thickness/Height: 0.9 cm.
Colour: Light brown.
Description: Belongs to the right side of the 

tablet. The item is quite small. 
Period: New Hittite.

KBo 5.9(Bo 2027)+Bo 6691 (fig. 5–5C).
obv. II

12´
_____________________________________
13´ tu-uk mTup-pí-D10-[up-an  DUT]UŠI ma-aḫ-

ḫa-an pa-ah-ha-aš-ḫi-r[i-
14´ A-NA DUTUŠI Ù KUR U[RUḪa-at-ti ŠA] 

ÉRINMEŠ NA-RA-RUM e-eš nu-kán ma-a-an[
15´ I-NA KÚR URUḪa-at-ti [i-da-lu-uš] ku-iš-ki 

me-mi-ia-aš ša-ra-a
16´ iš-pár-za-zi DUTUŠ[I ku-iš-ki] ṷa-ag-ga-ri-

ia-iz-zi zi-ik-m[a-an]
17´ iš-ta-ma-aš-zi [nu-kán QA-DU ÉRINM ]EŠ-

KA ANŠE.KUR.RA<MEŠ>-KA ṷa-ar-ri-iš-ša           [
18´ nu-uš-ša-an A-NA  [LUGAL KUR URUḪa-

at]-ti ṷa-ar-ri lam-mar   a-ar-ḫu-ut    [
19´ ma-a-an  tu-uk-m[a    ṷa-ar-r]i-šú-ṷa-an-

zi Ú-UL ki-ša-ri            
20´ nu-kán  na-aš-šu  DUMU-K[A  na-aš-m]

a ŠEŠ-KA A-NA LUGAL KUR URUḪa-at-ti                

8	 Friedrich 1926, p. 14,16; Beckman 1999, p. 61; Kitchen, Law-
rence 2012, p. 469-482; Wilhelm, Fuscagni, hethiter.net: CTH 
62. Also see: Hoffner 2007, p. 390; Sideltsev 2007, p. 614; 
Schwemer 2001, p. 490: no. 399, 495: no. 4059; Starke 1990, 
p.  543; Klengel 1999, p.  143, 171; Zorman 2007, p.  762: 
no. 107; Patri 2007, p. 108; Haas 1994, p. 458: no. 82. 

12´
_____________________________________
13´ The way I protect his highness you Duppi-

Teš[up[
14´ you help (in the same way) his majesty and 

the soldiers of  H[atti country]! If[
15´ an [evil] event occurs in the Hatti country   
16´ if [someone] revolts, and you [ if him ]
17´ if you hear, help with your [infantry and 

warriors with chariots! [
18´ and immediately help [the King of the 

Hatti country]! [
19´ But if you [are not available] to come for help 
20´ either your son or your brother to the King 

of the Hatti country   

Conclusion

In the study, transliterations, translations, and 
dating of the unpublished tablet fragments found in 
Boğazköy-Ḫattuša, the capital of the Hittite State 
and recorded with the nos. Bo 6659, Bo 6712, Bo 
6662, Bo 6690, Bo 6691 and Bo 6693 were made, 
and their photos have been analysed. The tablet 
fragments in question are presented for the first time 
to the world of science within the article. The situa-
tion increases the importance of our research. As a 
result of these studies, it has been determined that 
the fragment nos. Bo 6691 dated to the New Hittite 
period directly joins the lines of no. KBo 5.9 (Bo 

Fig. 5. Bo 6691
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2027) obv. II 13´–18´, which is the text of the trea-
ty signed between Mursili II, one of the kings of the 
Hittite Empire period, and the Amurru King Dup-
pi-Teshshup. Thus, the CTH number of the frag-
ment in question has been determined as 62. 

It has also been discovered that the tablet 
fragment no. Bo 6659 which belongs to festi-
vals/holidays and has a colophon, joins with the 
text fragment no. Bo 6712. Besides, it is also 
thought by us that lines 8–10 of the mentioned 
fragments are duplicates of no. KUB 20.76 (Bo 
2566+Bo 7553) rev. IV 2–3 and the lines 11–14 
are duplicates of rev. IV 10–13. Thus, the frag-
ment was determined to belong to the Great Fes-
tival of Arinna. 

Regarding the fragments or parts of fragments 
no. Bo 6662, Bo 6693 and Bo 6690 which include 
festivals/holidays that had a significant place in 
the Hittite theology, since the Hittite festival cer-
emonies were held with similar rituals and sever-
al similar symbolic activities, it cannot be exactly 
identified which festival/holiday texts these frag-
ments belong to. Still, when we consider the di-
versity of rituals, the high number of attendants, 
and their diverse professions in the festival/holi-
day texts where the Hatti gods and goddesses in 
the Hittite constellation of gods, we believe that 
gods and goddesses belonging to the Hatti religion 
were possibly consecrated in the tablet fragments 
nos. Bo 6662 and Bo 6693.

Fig. 5A. KBo 5.9 (Bo 2027)+Bo 6691 
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All the results we obtained in our article; 
can contribute to increasing our knowledge 
about the Hittite cuneiform tablets published 

to date, to the completion of joints, duplicates, 
and parallel texts, as well as similar studies in 
the future.

Fig. 5B. KBo 5.9 (Bo 2027)+Bo 6691
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КІЛЬКА НЕОПУБЛІКОВАНИХ ФРАГМЕНТІВ ХЕТТСЬКИХ КЛИНОПИСНИХ ТАБЛИЧОК  
ІЗ БОГАЗКЬОЯ: Bo 6659+Bo 6712, Bo 6662, Bo 6690, Bo 6693, KBo 5.9 (Bo 2027)+Bo 6691

Хетти, індоєвропейське плем’я, що жило в Анатолії у ІІ тисячолітті до н.е. і заснувало велику цивілізацію з центром у Богаз-
кьой, мало використовували свою мову з клинописом на тисячах глиняних табличок. Хетські клинописні таблички, знайдені в 
різних центрах, особливо в містах Богазкьой, Ортакьой, Алакахьойюк, Ескіапар, Кушарай (Чорум), Машатхоюк (Токат), Уша-
кли Хьойюк, Ясси Хьойюк (Йозгат), Інандиктепе (Чанкири), Бюклюкале (Кириккале), Каялипинар, Кушакли (Сівас), Оймаа-
гач (Самсун), Гьозлюкуле (Тарсус), Телль Атчана (Хатай), Ойлум Гойук (Кіліс), Телль-Афіс, Маскана, Рас-Шамра, Телль Ка-
зель, Телль Небі Менд (Сирія), Телль-ель-Амарна (Єгипет) та Дур-Курігальзу (Ірак), класифікуються як королівські літописи, 
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політичні договори, юридичні тексти, адміністративні директивні та релігійні тексти. Релігійні тексти, які складають біль-
шість табличок, класифікуються як тексти молитов, ритуалів, святкові тексти й тексти з магії і ворожіння.

У цьому контексті основним предметом нашої статті є неопубліковані шість фрагментів хетських клинописних та-
бличок, які зберігаються в Музеї анатолійських цивілізацій в Анкарі і були знайдені під час розкопок раннього періоду в 
Богазкьої, центрі Хетської імперії. У нашому дослідженні проведено датування хетських фрагментів клинописних табли-
чок під номерами Bo 6659, Bo 6712, Bo 6662, Bo 6690, Bo 6693 і Bo 6691, їх поєднання (асоціацію) з іншими хетськими 
клинописними табличками та їхніми дублікатами. Крім того, зроблено транслітерації та переклади фрагментів згаданих 
табличок, а також додано їх фотографії.

К л ю ч о в і  с л о в а: Хети, фрагменти табличок з Богазкея, договір Дуппі-Тешшуп, частини хетського свята.


