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MOUNDLESS BURIAL GROUNDS  
OF THE SCYTHIAN PERIOD  
IN THE TERRITORY OF THE WESTERN PODILLIAN GROUP

О. D. MOHYLOV

south of Eastern Europe. In most cases, they are 
associated with ordinary people. 

Necropolises with moundless complexes may 
lack features on top or may be covered by stone 
pavements or more substantial stone structures. 
Such graves may constitute isolated burials within 
the burial ground or coexist with burial mounds, 
which is typical for Steppe Scythia and the South 
of the Forest-Steppe region.

Such monuments are numerous on the North-
ern Black Sea coast. They are characteristic for the 
population of different ethnocultural backgrounds. 
In most cases, they are associated with settled 
communities.

Moundless burials are found in the South Buh 
Forest-Steppe region (Смирнова 1961, с.  90; 
Болтрик, Ліфантій, Шелехань 2020). A signifi-
cant number of such burials is located in the  the 
Right-Bank Dnipro Forest-Steppe region, includ-
ing Pyrohovo (Петровська 1970, с.  138-144; 
Кубишев, Скиба, Скорий 1995, с.  100-110), 
Obukhiv (Гороховский 1979, с. 105-106), Khale-
piia (Лысенко 2010, с. 110-111), Pekari (Гречко 
2013), Hryshchentsi (Петренко 1962, с.  143-
151), Kalantaiiv (Покровська, Ковпаненко 1961, 
с. 129-135), Svitlovodsk (Бокий 1980; Могилов 
2018b; 2023), Zalomy (Бокий 1987, с.  22-24; 
Панченко 2016, с.  237-239; 2018), Chornyi Lis 
(Тереножкин 1949, с.  1, 12-16; Тереножкін 
1952, с. 124-127) and others.

Moundless burials in the Ukrainian Left-
Bank Forest-Steppe region include the follow-
ing sites (Супруненко 2016a, с.  260-266): Pol-
tava (Супруненко 2016b, с. 144-146), Dolynske 
(Мельниковская 1950, с. 70-72; 1977, с. 64-65), 
Chutivka (Гречко, Шерстюк, Щербань 2016, 
с.  117-121), Duchyntsi (Шерстюк, Мироненко 
2010, с.  473-474), Matiashiv Yar  2 (Жаров, 
Терпиловский 2006, с. 89), Opishnia 11 (Троцька 

The article is devoted to the study of Scythian 
moundless burial grounds located within the ter-
ritory of the Western Podillian Group of sites in 
the Middle Dniester region. It examines the burial 
rites, material culture, and ethnocultural attribu-
tion.

K e y  w o r d s :  Western Podillian Group of sites, 
Scythian period, moundless burial ground, table-
ware, jewellery, weaponry.

During the Scythian period, the Middle Dniester 
basin was inhabited by tribes whose archaeologi-
cal monuments are currently recognised by scholars 
as belonging to the Western Podillian Group (Suli-
mirski 1936; Мелюкова 1958, с. 31-51; Смирнова 
2006). According to available data, the burial 
rites of this group are characterised by the com-
plete predominance of burial mounds (Sulimirski 
1936, s. 45-99; Мелюкова 1953; Смирнова 1979; 
Могилов 2011a, с. 220-221; 2020, с. 137; Mogylov 
2013, p. 203-204). The distribution of burial mounds 
differs from the situation in the region during the 
Pre-Scythian period, when Chornolis-Zhabotyn 
flat graves and burial mounds were almost equally 
widespread here (Шовкопляс 1952; Шовкопляс, 
Максимов 1952; Смирнова 1982, с. 31-37; Гуцал 
1998; 2019; Могилов 2010, с. 107-108).

At the same time, a distinct group of moundless 
burials has been identified in the western part of 
the Middle Dniester region. Such monuments are 
well known among various tribes throughout the 

This is an Open Access article under the CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 license 
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2002–2003, с.  194-195), Pole Druhoi Bryhady 
(Супруненко 2014, с. 76-78; 2016a, с. 259-260), 
Barvinkova Hora (Гречко  та  ін. 2019, с.  27-
33), Pereshchepyne burial ground (Кулатова, 
Супруненко 2010, с. 49-50, 142-144) and others.

Such burials have also been recorded in the 
Middle Don region (Березуцкий 1993, с. 71-77; 
Разуваев 2014, с. 103-109; Володин 2018, с. 69-
78), including Ksizovo (Козмирчук, Моисеев, 
Разуваев 2011, с. 196-202; Обломский, Разуваев 
2013, с.  183-192), Buzenky  2 (Золотарев 
2004, с.  135, 140-141, рис.  10:  1–5), Kulakov-
ka  2 (Разуваев 2012, с.  165-169), Kamenenka 
(Бирюков, Разуваев 2004, с.  184, 189, рис.  3), 
Semiluki hillfort (Березуцкий, 1995, с.  55; 
Разуваев 2014, с. 84).

A considerable number of moundless burial 
grounds are known from the Steppe Black Sea re-
gion. The coincidence of their distribution with the 
zone of Scythian sedentarisation and the presence 
of villages near many of these sites indicate that 
these burial monuments were mostly left by set-
tled Scythian communities. This also suggests that 
the process of Scythian sedentarisation was accom-
panied by a transition to the moundless burial rite, 
while burial mounds continued to be preserved in 
the necropolises.

In the steppe regions, similar monuments 
have been identified in the Lower Dnipro region 
(Попандопуло 2004, с.  67-68; 2011; Остапенко 
2007, с. 143-178; Могилов 2018a), in the Lower 
Don region (Ильюков 2002; Копылов, Коваленко 
2006; Прокофьев 2014, с.  28-65), in the North-
ern Azov region (Прохорова 1997), in the Lower 
Dniester region (Мелюкова 1975), in Donetsk re-
gion (Привалова 1993, с.  161-166; Полідович 
1998, с. 103-111), in Crimea (Цвек 1968, с. 199-
205; Лесков 1970, с. 7, 15; Корпусова 1972, с. 41-
46; Гаврилов, Колотухин, Колтухов 2002, с. 94-
106), and on the Kerch Peninsula, where a group 
of burials in stone boxes is particularly noteworthy 
(Кругликова 1973, с. 162-165; Корпусова, Орлов 
1978, с. 65-75; Масленников 1995).

Moundless burials from the Scythian period in 
the Middle Dniester region remain insufficiently 
systematised. To date, several publications have 
presented materials from these sites (Ossowski 
1891, p. 27-34, 43-48; Гребеняк 1915, p. 15-16; 
Sulimirski 1936, p.  80; Smirnova 1967, p.  229-
230). Attempts have also been made to provide 
a cultural attribution of some necropolises 
(Sulimirski 1931, p.  103-106; 1936, p.  80-81; 
Свєшніков 1964, p. 41; Бандрівський, Крушель-

ницька 1998, p. 240-243). This article is devoted 
to the characterisation of ground burials in the 
region. It begins with a description of the burial rites 
represented by the entire corpus of burial grounds, 
followed by a study of specific necropolises. Based 
on this analysis, an ethnocultural interpretation of 
the materials is proposed.

Burial Rites of the Moundless Burials of Western 
Podillia

The Middle Dniester moundless burials of the 
Western Podillian Group are relatively few in num-
ber compared with those of other regions. Geogra-
phically, they are located in the northwestern part 
of the distribution area of the Western Podillian 
Local Group of Scythian sites, on the left bank of 
the Dniester River, west of its tributary, the Zbruch 
River (fig. 1). To date, only four moundless burial 
grounds, or isolated complexes, containing at least 
11 graves,  have been identified in the region: Post-
olivka, Rakiv Kut, Uvysla and Lysychnyky (fig. 1). 
The first three sites are concentrated on the right 
bank of the middle reaches of the Zbruch River, 
where several Scythian burial mounds were also 
excavated, including Horodnytsia (Sulimirski 1936, 
s. 78) and Spasivka-Ivankivtsi (Гуцал та ін. 2009, 
с.  91-93; 2010, с.  101-103; Могилов, Гуцал А., 
Гуцал В. 2016a; 2016b). In addition, there are ref-
erences to a destroyed “Late Scythian” burial at the 
Voloshkove 5a cemetery, from which only the leg 
bones survived. Judging from their position, the de-
ceased had been laid stretched out on his back with 
the head oriented to the north-west. A bronze brace-
let and possibly an arrowhead were found beneath 
the skeleton. It was reported that residents had ex-
cavated another burial containing an “amphora of 
ancient times” (Черновол та ін. 2012, с. 480-481, 
рис. 1: 4). However, due to the scarcity of finds and 
the fragmentary nature of the available evidence, 
both the chronology of the site and its ethnocultural 
attribution need to be clarified. In particular, brace-
lets made of thin wire with zones of transverse in-
cisions are considered rare finds in Scythian-period 
contexts (Петренко 1978, с. 56, табл. 45: 11).

In total, at least 11 graves were recorded in four 
necropolises of Western Podillia. All of them be-
long to the Early Scythian period, and where it is 
possible to establish a more precise chronology, to 
the Kelermes period.

All graves were dug into the ground. No traces 
of stone grave markers or perimortem structures 
have been identified, despite the presence of stone 
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Fig.  1. Distribution map of moundless burials in Western Podillia: 1  — Uvysla; 2  — Postolivka; 3  — Rakiv Kut; 4  — 
Lysychnyky (II — topographic base: Google Maps)
Рис. 1. Карта поширення безкурганних поховань на Західному Поділлі: 1 — Увисла; 2 — Постолівка; 3 — Раків Кут; 
4 — Лисичники (II — топографічна основа: Google Maps)
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structures in local barrows. There is no mention 
of a tryzna, a funerary feast. The grave structures 
are represented by small burial pits. Nine graves 
(81.8  %) contained cremated remains in vessels. 
The shape of the pits is unknown. Judging from 
the placement of the inventory in the urn, they 
were probably shallow square pits of the size of 
the vessel. Two more stone boxes with slabs con-
taining inhumations were recorded twice (18.2 %). 
The orientation of the structures is known only for 
these examples: one (50.0 %) was aligned north-
west to south-east and the other north-east to 
south-west. Their dimensions are approximately 
3 × 1.2–1.6 m, with a depth of about 0.9 m.

Most graves appear to have contained single 
burials. Nine cremation complexes (81.9  %) 
contained individual burials. One grave (9.1  %) 
contained a double burial and another one a 
collective burial of three bodies. In the cases of 
secondary burial, the newly buried bodies were 
laid side by side or in the centre of the grave, while 
the bones of the earlier burial were displaced to the 
wall (one case each). 

Cremations predominate, having been recorded 
in nine graves (81.8 %) containing the remains of at 
least nine bodies (64.3 %) from three necropolises 
(Postolivka, Lysychnyky, Uvysla). Inhumations 
are represented by five bodies (35.7 %) buried in 
two tombs (18.2 %) at Rakiv Kut. The deceased 
were buried either extended on the back (two 
cases, 66.7  %) or in a contracted position (one 
body, 33.3  %). All were oriented towards the 
northern quarter of the horizon: twice to the north-
east (66.7 %) and once to the north-west (33.3 %).

There is information about at least 14 burials. 
No anthropological definitions have been made. 
The inventory suggests the bodies of eight women 
and one man (88.9 % and 11.1 %). This marked 
imbalance suggests that moundless complexes  
may have been used primarily for the burial of 
women, while many men could have been buried 
already in barrows. However, the available eviden-
ce is still limited to support firm conclusions.

There is no evidence of a funeral feast. 
Inventory was present in all graves and with all 
bodies (100.0 %). However, a significant part of 
the material finds are funerary urns, recorded in 
nine graves. Excluding the urns, grave goods were 
recovered from six graves (54.5 %), representing 
nine individuals (64.3 %). 

Pottery is the most numerous, occurring in 
ten tombs (90.9  %). Approximately 90  % of the 
ceramic vessels served as funerary urns. Handmade 

pottery predominates, being recorded in nine tombs 
(81.8 %), while wheel-made gray-clay baskets were 
found in only one complex (9.1  %). Among the 
handmade tableware, two sets (18.2  %) included 
pitchers, pots, ladles (including one miniature 
example), and small cups. The types of tableware 
resemble pottery of the Western Podillian Group and 
the earlier Chornolis-Zhabotyn culture. Particularly 
characteristic is the ornamentation of the pots with 
impressions below the rim, in one case combined 
with an applied cordon bearing finger impressions, 
although the proportions of one of the vessels are 
unusual. Typical are pitchers with a rounded body 
and narrowed neck. They are also decorated with 
applied lugs. Deep ladles occur elsewhere within 
the Western Podillian Group, although their height 
is somewhat lower. There are also weakly profiled 
cups.

Jewellery was recovered from five complexes 
(45.5  %). The most frequent were pins and 
earrings, each recorded in four graves (36.4  %). 
Beads occurred in three graves (27.3 %): in two 
cases they formed a necklace, while in one they 
were strung on an earring. Bracelets were found in 
two burials (18.2 %). A neck ring, finger rings, and 
shells occurred in one tomb (9.1 %). Most of the 
jewellery (earrings, mushroom-headed pins, beads) 
is common for the Western Podillian Group. Such 
types also occur in the Vysotska culture. Both 
cultural groups are distinguished by pins with 
large spiral heads. The finger rings have prototypes 
in the Chornolis-Zhabotyn sites of the Middle 
Dniester region, whereas the neck ring is more 
characteristic of the western regions, particularly 
the Vysotska, Lusatian and Hallstatt cultures.

Mirrors and decorative plaques were each 
found once (9.1 %) in the moundless burials of the 
Middle Dniester region.

Moundless Burial Grounds of the Scythian 
Period in Western Podillia

To date, only four moundless burial grounds 
dating to the Scythian period have been identified 
in the Middle Dnister region.

Postolivka
Postolivka is located on the right bank of the 

middle reaches of the Zbruch River (left tributary 
of the Dniester), in Husiatyn Raion, Ternopil Oblast 
(fig.  1:  2). V.  Hrebeniak reports, among other ar-
chaeological discoveries made in the second half of 
1912–1913, the discovery of a clay urn with cre-
mated human remains covered by a bronze mirror. 
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The latter had a non-preserved lateral iron handle 
attached with rivets and a rim along the edge of the 
disk. It is interesting to note the presence of traces 
of an iron handle in its centre, which looks quite 
unusual. Numerous bronze plaques fitted “with iron 
handles and lugs” were also recovered. A bronze 
two-bladed Early Scythian arrowhead was found 
not far from the burial (Гребеняк 1915, с. 15-16; 
Sulimirski 1936, s. 80; Reihl 1936, s. 147).

Lysychnyky
Lysychnyky, Zalischyky Raion, Ternopil Oblast, 

is located in the lower reaches of the Seret Riv-
er, a left tributary of the Dniester River (fig. 1: 4). 
In 1964, a flat grave with cremation was discov-
ered by local historians. The site was examined by 
archaeologists V. M. Tsyhylyk and H.  I. Smirno-
va, who published the results of the research 
(fig. 2: 1–6). Together with the burnt bones a part 
of a grey wheel-made ceramic casket, a pair of 
mushroom-shaped earrings, two pins, three yellow 
glass beads were found (Смирнова 1967, с. 229-
230, рис. 65). The burial is dated based on paral-
lels between the grey wheel-made vessels and jew-
ellery from Kelermes-period sites in the Middle 
Dniester region (Sulimirski 1936, tab. VIII: 1: b; 

X:  8; XV:  6, 9; Смирнова 1968, рис.  2, 8; Гу-
цал А., Гуцал В., Могилов 2011, рис. 3: 1; 2012, 
рис. 2: 25; 5: 19). In addition, the chronology is 
supported by the development of the grey wheel-
made pottery forms that reflects the influence of 
Classical ceramic traditions (Смирнова 2006, 
с.  73). Such influences could not have appeared 
in the Northern Black Sea region before the sec-
ond half (or more probably the last quarter) of the 
7th century BC. Consequently, the complex can be 
dated to the second half (probably the last third) of 
the 7th century BC or the first half of the 6th cen-
tury BC.

In addition, T. Sulimirski also mentions an urn-
shaped ceramic casket with applied lugs from Ly-
sychnyky (fig.  2:  7), preserved in the Zalischyky 
Museum (Sulimirski 1931, tab.  XXX:  4). Since 
most of the vessel has survived, it is possible that 
it originally contained cremated remains. However, 
its shape makes it difficult to attribute it either to the 
Holihrady culture or to the Early Scythian period.

Uvysla
Uvysla (Husiatyn Raion, Ternopil Oblast) is sit-

uated on the right bank of the Taina River in the 
middle reaches of the Zbruch River basin (fig. 1: 1). 

Fig. 2. Finds from Lysychnyky: 1–5 — urn burial, after: Смирнова 1967; 2 — korchaha from the collection of the Zalishchyky 
Museum, after: Sulimirski 1931; 1–4 — bronze; 5 — glass; 6–7 — pottery
Рис. 2. Знахідки з Лисичників: 1–5 — урнові поховання, за: Смирнова 1967; 2 — корчага з колекції Заліщицького музею, 
за: Sulimirski 1931; 1–4 — бронза; 5 — скло; 6–7 — кераміка
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A burial ground with urn cremations was discov-
ered during agricultural works and subsequent-
ly investigated by G. Ossowski in 1890. The urns 
containing cremated bones lay at a depth of about 
60 cm. Many of the vessels had been broken; some 
were glued together. Ossowski did not specify the 
exact number of burials; however, the mention of 
seven funerary urns provides an approximate in-
dication. The publication also mentions other urn 
burials, whose vessels had collapsed. T. Sulimirski 
later published a photo of jugs and a pot from Buri-

als 1–3, as well as drawings of several smaller ves-
sels not assigned to the burials (Sulimirski 1931, 
tab.  XXIX; XXX:  5–7). The set of tableware in-
cludes two bowls (one with applied support), one 
pot decorated with impressions under the rim, and a 
pot decorated with impressions and an applied cor-
don under the rim (fig. 3). The author’s observation 
that one of the ladles contained the cremated re-
mains of a child deserves attention. Two other ves-
sels were moulded in the form of miniature cups. In 
two cases, the urns contained funeral goods (jewel-

Fig. 3. Finds from the burials at Uvysla: 1–23 — after: Ossowski 1891; 1а–7а — after: Sulimirski 1931. 1–7 — pottery; 
8–15 — glass; 16–18; 20–23 — bronze; 19 — bronze and glass
Рис. 3. Знахідки з поховань в Увислі: 1–23 — за: Ossowski 1891; 1а–7а — за: Sulimirski 1931. 1–7 — кераміка; 8–15 — 
скло; 16–18; 20–23 — бронза; 19 — бронза та скло
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lery) (fig. 3). Burial 2 contained earrings, whereas 
Burial 3 contained a richer assemblage consisting 
of two pins, two rings, at least five earrings, at least 
114 beads, and some shells (Ossowski 1891, s. 43-
48) (fig. 4).

The chronology of the burial ground can now be 
determined on the basis of jewellery (earrings, pins, 
beads), all of which have close parallels in the Ear-
ly Scythian Kelermes-period barrows of the Mid-
dle Dniester region (Sulimirski 1936, tab. VIII: 1: а; 
X: 8–9, 16–19; Смирнова 1979, рис. 12: 0; Могилов 
2011a, рис. 2: 28–29; Гуцал А., Гуцал В., Могилов 

2012, рис.  2:  25; Могилов, Гуцал  А., Гуцал  В. 
2016a, рис. 6: 12–13, 15; 2016b, рис. 13: 1). The 
finger rings with a wire shield originate from simi-
lar wares of the Chornolis-Zhabotyn period (Гуцал 
2006, рис. 6: 4). Jugs, sometimes decorated with ap-
plied lugs, originated in the Pre-Scythian period and 
are well-represented in the Late Chornolis-Zhabotyn 
culture (Гуцал 2000, рис.  2) and Gava-Holihrady 
cultural complexes (Смирнова 1969, с.  25). They 
continued to be produced within the West Podillian 
Group (Sulimirski 1936, tab. XV: 4–5; Могилов, Гу-
цал А., Гуцал В. 2016c, рис. 2: 1) during the Ear-

Fig. 4. Finds from Burial 2 at Rakiv Kut: 1–10 — bronze, 11 — glass; 12 — pottery; 1–10, 12 — after: Ossowski 1891; 11 — 
after: Sulimirski 1936
Рис. 4. Знахідки з поховання 2 у Раковому Куті: 1–10 — бронза, 11 — скло; 12 — кераміка; 1–10, 12 — за: Ossowski 1891; 
11 — за: Sulimirski 1936
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ly Scythian period. Decoration consisting of impres-
sions below the rim is one of the most common feature 
of Pre-Scythian tulip-shaped pots (Смирнова 1983, 
рис. 1: 1; Гуцал 2000, рис. 2; Белозор, Могилов, 
Скорый 2010, рис. 8: 39; Могилов 2011b, рис. 1–2; 
2021, с. 54-56), as well as occasionally of jar-shaped 
pots with applied lugs (Смирнова 1982, рис. 2: 1). 
The vessels with a rounded body, as represented at 
Uvysla, are considerably less common for that epoch 
(Смирнова 1984, рис. 5: 12; Могилов, Нечитайло 
2016, рис.  9:  6). During the Kelermes period, im-
pressions beneath the rim continued to be used, al-
though, they occur predominantly on jar-shaped pots 
in combination with an applied cordon with shields 
(Смирнова 1979, рис. 12: 8; Могилов 2011a, с. 224; 
Гуцал А., Гуцал В., Могилов 2012, рис. 2: 18; Mo-
gylov 2013, fig.  2:  1–2). Rounded pots decorated 
with impressions beneath the rim remained in use 
sporadically, as demonstrated by the example from 
Lenkivtsi (Мелюкова 1953, рис. 30: 4), which prob-
ably represents early monuments of the Kelermes 
stage. Miniature, slightly profiled cup-shaped vessels 
are likewise uncommon, but also find close paral-
lels among the Kelermes assemblages (Гуцал та ін. 
2008, рис. 5: 1). 

Most of the complexes at Uvysla may there-
fore be assigned to the Kelermes period. It can-
not, however, be excluded that the pot decorated 
with impressions below the rim represents a some-
what earlier tradition and may belong to the Pre-
Kelermes stage, or even to the final phase of the 
Pre-Scythian period.

Rakiv Kut
Rakiv Kut, now an administrative part of Post-

olivka village (Husiatyn Raion, Ternopil Oblast), is 
situated on the Hnyla River, a right tributary of the 
Zbruch River (fig. 1: 3). The Early Scythian buri-
al ground occupied the top of a promontory at the 
confluence of Chornytsia Stream with the Hnyla 
River. The site is located at the foot of the cape, 
where the currents of both rivulets run parallel. The 
necropolis was established in an area that had pre-
viously contained burial mounds from the Bronze 
Age (Ossowski 1891, s. 27-34, tab. II). Two Ear-
ly Scythian burials (nos. 2 and 3–4 in G. Ossows-
ki’s publication; nos. 1 and 2 according to Sulimir-
ski) were identified (Sulimirski 1936, s. 80). Both 
graves were stone boxes with a slab. One was ori-
ented from north-east to south-west, the other from 
north-west to south-east. The shape of the boxes 
was rectangular; the masonry of the walls was ir-
regular. One measured approximately 3.0 × 1.2–
1.6 m, with a depth of about 0.9 m (fig. 5: 1).

Burials were collective. One was a double burial, 
while the other contained remains of three individu-
als. In the secondary interments, the bodies were ei-
ther laid side by side with the earlier burial (grave 2) 
or in the centre with the bones of the previously bur-
ied piled under the wall (graves 3–4). The orienta-
tion of skeletons is in the northern quarter of the 
horizon: two (66.7 %) to the north-east, one to the 
north-west (33.3 %). The deceased were buried ei-
ther extended in a supine position (two individuals, 
66.7 %) or in a contracted position (one individual, 
33.3 %). A total of five skeletons were recorded. No 
anthropological definitions were given. Judging by 
the grave goods, four skeletons were women, and 
one was probably a man. The former had jewellery; 
the latter was accompanied by a weapon (a spear).

Grave goods were identified in each of the 
tombs (figs.  4–5). Jewellery  — earrings, studs, 
bracelets  — occurred in both cases (100  %). A 
neck ring, a bracelet, a necklace, and a spear were 
recorded once (50 %). 

Chronologically, the burials from Rakiv Kut 
were synchronised with the Late Vysotska culture 
(Бандрівський, Крушельницька 1998, с.  240-
243). To date, the evidence firmly supports their at-
tribution to the Early Scythian period. Particular-
ly diagnostic is the spearhead with a laurel-shaped 
blade, the rib of which forms a continuation of the 
socket (Мелюкова 1964, с.  36-37). Mushroom-
shaped earrings are most characteristic of the Kel-
ermes-period assemblages in the Middle Dniester 
region (Смирнова 1979, рис. 17: 3; Бандрівський, 
Захар’єв 2002, рис. 6: 2). The same applies to the 
pins with mushroom-shaped heads (Ганіна 1965, 
рис. 4: 7; Ганіна 1984, рис. 5: 5; Гуцал та ін. 2006, 
рис. 2: 5). Pins with large spiral-shaped heads have 
a longer chronological rage, occurring in both Pre-
Scythian (Гольцева, Кашуба 1995, табл. XLIII: 1) 
and Early Scythian periods (Sulimirski 1936, 
tab. VIII:  3; Щукин 1989, fig.  1). The neck ring 
finds close parallels in the Vysotska, Lusatian, and 
Hallstatt cultures (Sulimirski 1931, tab. XXVI: 1, 
11, 16; Петренко 1978, с. 42; Бандрівський 1994, 
с.  134). Particularly noteworthy is the Vysotska 
burial at Velykyi Hlybochok near Ternopil, which 
yielded a similar set of jewellery, including neck 
rings and pins (Sulimirski 1931, tab. XXVII: 2–4).

Ethnocultural Characteristics of the Sites

Various interpretations have been proposed re-
garding the cultural affiliation of the burial mounds 
described in Western Podillia. Т. Sulimirski attribut-
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I. K. Sveshnikov marked Uvysla on the map of the 
Holihrady culture sites, although he noted that the 
cultural affiliation of these burials remained uncer-
tain (Свєшніков 1964, с. 41, рис. 1). M. S. Ban-
drivskyi and L.  I.  Krushelnytska regarded Rakiv 
Kut as belonging to the antiquities of the Vysots-

ed graves from Rakiv Kut and Uvysla to the Vysots-
ka culture (Sulimirski 1931, s.  103-106). Howev-
er, later he included Rakiv Kut together with Post-
olivka among the Scythian-period antiquities of 
the Middle Dniester region belonging to the West-
ern Podillian Group (Sulimirski 1936, s.  80-81). 

Fig. 5. Burials 3–4 at Rakiv Kut: 2 — iron; 3–18 — bronze; 1–18 — after: Ossowski 1891; 2a, 3a — after: Sulimirski 1936
Рис. 5. Поховання 3–4 у Раковому Куті: 2 — залізо; 3–18 — бронза; 1–18 — за: Ossowski 1891; 2a, 3a — за: Sulimirski 1936

1

2 2a

3 3a

4

9                          5         6                 11

10

7 8

12

13                 14                    15               16

17

18



ISSN 0235-3490 (Print), ISSN 2616-499X (Online). Археологія, 2026, № 314

ka culture, attributing these burials to its late stage 
(Бандрівський 1994, с.  25-27; Бандрівський, 
Крушельницька 1998, с. 240-243).

Considering the current understanding of the eth-
nocultural affiliation of these moundless burials, they 
can be divided into two groups according to their fu-
nerary rites. The first group includes urn cremations 
from Uvysla, Lysychnyky, and Postolivka. The sec-
ond comprises stone cist graves from Rakiv Kut. The 
affiliation of both groups with the Holihrady culture 
remains doubtful, as the monuments attributed to this 
culture are currently dated to the Pre-Scythian peri-
od and predate the Scythian circle that later emerged 
in the North-Eastern Carpathian region (Могилов 
2020, с. 131-135, 143). At the same time, Holihrady 
traditions are clearly evident in the cremations men-
tioned in the urns, which may indicate the incorpora-
tion of descendants of the Holihrady population into 
the communities of the Western Podillian Group.

Traditionally, the complexes from Rakiv Kut 
have most often been interpreted as belonging to 
the Vysotska culture. However, in the light of re-
cent data, they appear to be geographically and 
culturally distant from the main concentration of 
Early Scythian Vysotska sites and are actually lo-
cated within the area of the Western Podillian 
Group (Могилов 2020, рис. 16). 

The narrow stone cists found at Rakiv Kut 
have analogies among Vysotska culture burials 
(Бандрівський 1994, с. 25-45). Such constructions 
were also common for the Middle Dniester Chor-
nolis-Zhabotyn antiquities (Шовкопляс 1952, с. 6; 
Смирнова 1977, с.  96). As demonstrated by Bar-
row 1 at Malynivtsi, they existed at the turn of the 
Pre-Scythian and Scythian epochs (Гуцал  та  ін. 
2004, с.  114-115; Hutsal  A., Hutsal  V., Mogylov 
2023, p. 112). However, during the Early Scythian 
period, to which the complexes of Rakiv Kut be-
long, they were replaced by larger and deeper graves 
(Могилов 2020, с.  137). Stone lining of grave 
walls is encountered only occasionally (Гуцал  А., 
Гуцал  В., Могилов 2022, с.  85). The burials at 
Rakiv Kut are double and collective, whereas graves 
of the Vysotska culture (Sulimirski 1931, s.  4-111; 
Крушельницька 1965; 2002; Бандрівський 1994, 
c.  25-45; 2002) are characterised by the predomi-
nance of individual burials. All of these burial types 
are represented among the Chornolis-Zhabotyn an-
tiquities (Шовкопляс 1952; 1956; Шовкопляс, 
Максимов 1952; Смирнова 1977; Гуцал 1998; 
2019). Within the antiquities of the Western Podillian 
Group, the burial of two or more individuals in a sin-
gle grave is also common (Могилов 2020, с. 137).

The inhumation rite and the predominance 
of extended over crouched skeletons are more 
reminiscent of the Vysotska complexes (Suli-
mirski 1931, s.  4-111; Крушельницька 1965; 
Бандрівський 2002). In contrast, in the Chorno-
lis-Zhabotyn Dniester antiquities, crouched skele-
tons completely prevail, although inhumation was 
the dominant rite (Шовкопляс, Максимов 1952, 
с.  102; Шовкопляс 1956, с.  35-36; Смирнова 
1977, с.  94-97). The Western Podillian Group 
demonstrates both cremation and inhumation rites. 
Among the latter, bent positions still predominate 
(Hutsal A., Hutsal V., Mogylov 2023, p. 123).

Most finds from Rakiv Kut have parallels with-
in the Western Podillian Group, although some 
also occur in the Vysotska culture contexts. As 
noted above, the spear finds have parallels among 
Early Scythian assemblages. Comparable ob-
jects from the Scythian circle include mushroom-
shaped earrings, pins, and beads. However, simi-
lar objects are occasionally found in Vysotska cul-
ture contexts as well. Pins with large spiral heads 
are known in both cultural traditions. Neck rings 
belong to types widespread in Vysotska and Cen-
tral European cultures. The attribution of the la-
dle is more problematic. On the one hand, simi-
lar deep vessels are found in the Western Podillian 
group, demonstrating their derivation from Chor-
nolis-Zhabotyn pottery traditions. However, dur-
ing the Early Scythian period, the proportion of 
shallow ladles in this region increased significant-
ly (Могилов 2020, c. 147). On the other hand, the 
ladle from Rakiv Kut can be compared with some 
Vysotska examples (Sulimirski 1931, tab. IX: 2-c; 
XIX: 27), although they do not represent the ma-
jority there.

As can be seen, the burials in Rakiv Kut com-
bine several culturally distinct components. In 
this case, according to current interpretations, the 
treatment of the deceased and the types of funerary 
structures may be more significant for cultural at-
tribution than the objects of Scythian type, particu-
larly ornaments, found in these burials. The use of 
the latter may be regarded as the adoption of indi-
vidual functionally important or simply attractive 
things. It can therefore be hypothesised that some 
indigenous Vysotska communities continued to in-
habit the area west of the Zbruch River, on territo-
ries that the Western Podillian population had re-
cently occupied. These communities adopted cer-
tain ornaments of Scythian types, while continuing 
to use their own traditional objects. At the same 
time, certain features of the burial rites, such as 
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the exclusive presence of burials containing two 
or more deceased individuals, do not rule out the 
influence of bearers of Scythian-type cultural tra-
ditions, including the possible direct presence of 
some of their representatives within Post-Vysotska 
communities.

Regarding another group of Early Scythian 
moundless necropolises in Western Podillia char-
acterised by urn cremations, it should be not-
ed that this rite prevailed among the population 
of the Gava-Holihrady culture (Смирнова 1973; 
Крушельницька 1976; Малеев 1991; 1993). In 
the area of the Vysotska culture, moundless inhu-
mations predominanted, whereas cremations were 
considerably rarer (Sulimirski 1931; Бандрівський 
1994; 2002). In the Chornolis-Zhabotyn buri-
als, both sub-barrow burials (Luka Vrublevetska, 
Dnistrivka, Mervyntsi (Шовкопляс 1952; 1956; 
Шовкопляс, Максимов 1952; Смирнова 1977; 
1982) and flat graves (Bernashivka, Lomachyntsi 
(Гуцал 1998; Могилов 2010, с. 105-108)), inhu-
mations overwhelmingly predominate, while cre-
mations are uncommon. Among the population 
of the Western Podillian Group, which continued 
some of these traditions, the proportion of cre-
mations increased. Side cremations, in which the 
ashes were placed in an urn that was subsequently 
deposited in a barrow burial, are known (Гуцал, 
Мегей 1997, с. 86, 88; Гуцал та ін. 2007, с. 159). 
In this case, however, the number of cremations 
remains comparable to that of inhumations.

Under these circumstances, the most plausible 
interpretation is that the Early Scythian cremation 
burials in Western Podillia contained descendants 
of the Holihrady population whose territories were 
occupied by newcomers who subsequently formed 
the Western Podillian Group. This interpretation 
may be supported by such a rare feature as the use 
of a ladle as an urn, which has an analogy in the Ho-
lihrady necropolis at Ostrytsia in Northern Bukovy-
na (Смирнова 1973, с. 8). This hypothesis appears 
particularly plausible in the case of the burial at Ly-
sychnyky, which located within the former Holi-
hrady territory, near a known fortified settlement of 
this culture surrounded by an entire agglomeration 
of contemporaneous villages (Малеев 1983; 1987; 
Малєєв 1993; Завітій 2011, с. 9-12; 2012).

However, the burials at Postolivka and Uvys-
la are located considerably farther north than the 
main distribution area of the Holihrady antiqui-
ties. They lie 63–73 km from the Dniester, along 
the left bank of which the Holihrady monuments 
are distributed. This situation may be explained 

either by a northward migration of the Holihrady 
population at the final stage of its history, under 
the conditions of the eastward expansion of the 
Zhabotyn population, or by the emergence of cir-
cumstances in which Late Vysotska or Western 
Podillian communities adopted a standardised 
burial rite that differed from their usual, more 
variable traditions. Under these circumstances, it 
is necessary to turn to the burial inventory. The 
assemblage of ornaments and the mirror is char-
acteristic of the Western Podillian antiquities and, 
more broadly, of forest-steppe complexes of the 
Scythian circle. The rings, however, have Chor-
nolis-Zhabotyn prototypes. Individual finds of 
such objects are also known within the Vysots-
ka cultural area (Sulimirski 1931, tab. XXV: 17), 
but the composition of the ornament assemblage 
there is different (Sulimirski 1931, tab.  XXIV–
XXIX). The presence of ornaments at Uvysla 
cannot be explained simply as imports from the 
Scythian circle into the Vysotska cultural envi-
ronment, since the assemblage is relatively nu-
merous and consists of Western Podillian forms, 
without a single specifically Vysotska type.

The ceramic assemblage from Uvysla is also im-
portant. The large storage vessels derive from Ho-
lihrady forms that penetrated the Chornolis-Zhabo-
tyn cultural environment and were adopted by the 
local population, which subsequently started pro-
ducing them itself (Смирнова 1984, с.  56). They 
were later used by the descendants of this popula-
tion who left the monuments of the Western Podil-
lian Group, becoming one of the key components 
of their ceramic assemblage. Such vessels are con-
siderably rarer in Vysotska contexts (Sulimirski 
1931, tab.  XXIII:  1–2, 11) and apparently repre-
sent, at least in part, southern and eastern imports. 
The decoration of the pots is also significant, con-
sisting of perforations or of applied bands with im-
pressions and perforations. This is a Late Chornolis 
ornamental tradition which subsequently developed 
further in the monuments of the Western Podillian 
Group. The decoration of such utilitarian pottery is 
particularly important because it represents a con-
servative ethnocultural marker. Its distribution can-
not be explained simply by the import of advanced 
or aesthetically appealing objects, such as weapons, 
horse harness, or jewellery. Nor can it be attribut-
ed to the spread of fluted black-burnished pottery 
with applied ornamentation within the framework 
of the so-called “Hallstattisation” of the cultures of 
the Northern Black Sea region during the Early Iron 
Age (Левицкий, Кашуба 2016, с.  124-126). De-
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spite the intercultural circulation of the objects men-
tioned above, populations in different regions of 
southern Eastern Europe continued to produce their 
own distinctive forms of utilitarian pottery. There-
fore, the ceramic types represented at Uvysla may 
provide an important argument in favour of the hy-
pothesis that the core of this community consisted 
of groups of the Late Zhabotyn-Early Scythian cul-
tural circle that formed the population responsible 
for the assemblages classified within the Western 
Podillian Group. Other ceramic types do not con-
tradict this hypothesis. These include the weakly 
profiled cups widespread in the Middle Dniester re-
gion during the Early Scythian period, which illus-
trate the decline of the tradition of producing such 
vessels, as well as deep ladles found in the West-
ern Podilian Group alongside shallower forms and 
continuing the Late Chornolis-Zhabotyn traditions 
(Могилов 2020, с. 147-149).

Conclusions

Thus, the moundless urn cremation burials of 
the Middle Zbruch were probably left by the popu-
lation of the Western Podillian Group, whose buri-
al mounds are known from the surrounding areas. 
The reasons for the uniformity of these moundless 
burials remain unclear. It is possible that a Zhabo-
tyn population group that had advanced north-
westward beyond the main area of the group re-
tained its Pre-Scythian tradition of flat burials. 
Alternatively, the proximity of Vysotska commu-
nities with moundless burials may have played a 
role. However, neither explanation can account for 
the complete predominance of urn cremations.

Thus, the moundless burials of Western Podil-
lia illustrate the complexity of the ethnocultural 
situation in the region during the Early Scythian 
period. The lands forming the northwestern pe-
riphery of the Western Podillian Group were prob-
ably inhabited by populations of different ethnic 
backgrounds. Among them were descendants of 
the Chornolis-Zhabotyn tribes, whose westward 
movement led to the emergence of the antiquities 
of the Western Podillian Group. They left not only 
burial mounds but apparently also some moundless 
complexes, such as the urn cremations at Uvys-
la and Postolivka. Closer to the Dniester, descen-
dants of the Holihrady population may have lived. 
In the north-west, Late Vysotska communities may 
have incorporated into the new cultural environ-
ment, as suggested by the evidence from Rakiv 
Kut. Under these circumstances, the different pop-
ulations probably became increasingly mixed, as 
reflected both in the burial rites and in the material 
culture. This process resulted in the formation of a 
new cultural community in the region, represent-
ed by the Western Podillian Group of monuments 
(Могилов 2020, с. 131-143). Its bearers made ex-
tensive use of weapons, horse harness, and objects 
of Scythian type decorated in the animal style. The 
jewellery has a predominantly forest-steppe char-
acter, while the ceramic assemblage mainly re-
flects the development of local Chornolis-Zhabo-
tyn traditions, although it may also include some 
Holihrady and Vysotska forms.
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БЕЗКУРГАННІ ПОХОВАННЯ СКІФСЬКОГО ЧАСУ  
НА ТЕРИТОРІЇ ЗАХІДНОПОДІЛЬСЬКОЇ ГРУПИ

У скіфський час територію Середнього Подністров’я займали старожитності Західноподільської групи. Для поховальної 
обрядовості населення цієї спільноти було характерно переважання курганного обряду поховань. Разом із цим на північно-
західній периферії ареалу групи виявлено низку ґрунтових могильників чи окремих захоронень. Усі вони локалізовані на 
лівобережжі Дністра та західніше його притоку — р. Збруч.
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Загалом виявлено чотири місцезнаходження із принаймні 11 безкурганними похованнями. За своєю обрядовістю вони 
розпадаються на дві групи. Перша включає трупоспалення в урнах, виявлені в Увислі (принаймні сім комплексів), Постолівці 
та Лисичниках. Друга представлена двома кам’яними ящиками з випростаними чи скорченою інгумаціями з Ракового Кута.

Поховальні споруди представлені простими ямами та двома кам’яними скринями з перекриттям. Переважають 
індивідуальні захоронення. Тілоспалення в урнах кількісно вдвічі переважають тілопокладення. Інвентар представлений 
керамічним посудом, який був майже у всіх комплексах. Але більша його частина — це урни для праху небіжчика. Серед 
посуду переважають ліпні форми: горщики, корчаги, черпаки, кубки. Лише раз виявлено гончарний сіроглиняний виріб. 
Часті прикраси: шпильки, сережки, намисто, гривна. Озброєння (спис) трапилось тільки раз.

Ґрунтові поховання Середнього Подністров’я ілюструють різноманітність етнокультурної ситуації в регіоні в 
ранньоскіфський час. На цих землях, що становили північно-західне прикордоння Західноподільської групи пам’яток, 
проживало, мабуть, різне в етнічному значенні населення. Серед нього були нащадки чорнолісько-жаботинських 
племен, чий рух на захід і призвів до виникнення старожитностей групи. Вони залишили тут не лише кургани, а й 
деякі безкурганні комплекси, на зразок кремацій в Увіслі та Постолівці. Ближче до Дністра могли мешкати нащадки 
голіградського населення. А на північному заході у нове середовище могли вливатися пізньовисоцькі общини, що 
засвідчують матеріали з Ракового Кута.

В умовах нових етно-культурних реалій населення, вірогідно, змішувалося. Указаний синтез засвідчений поховальною 
обрядовістю та матеріальною культурою. Це призвело до формування у регіоні нової культурної спільноти, старожитності 
якої виділяються у Західноподільську групу. Її носії масово використовують вузду, озброєння, предмети у звіриному стилі 
скіфських типів. Прикраси мають переважно лісостеповий вигляд. А набір керамічних посудин демонструє переважно 
розвиток місцевих чорнолісько-жаботинських традицій. Проте може містити і деякі голіградські та висоцькі форми.

К л ю ч о в і  с л о в а: західно-подільська група пам’яток, скіфський час, безкурганний могильник, столовий посуд, юве-
лірні вироби, озброєння.
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